
Pull the car into a driveway 
or space with level ground 
and enough working area.

Leave the car id le for  5-10 mins to get the 

oi l  warm. Be sure to exercise caut ion when 

drain ing warm or hot oi l .

Place car in park, remove the 
keys and apply the parking 
brake.

Exit  the vehic le.  

Install wheel chalk/blocks to 
restrain tires.

Ti re restraints (wheel  blocks)  should be 

placed on the t i res that wi l l  remain on the 

ground. 

Locate the jacking points on 
the vehicle.

I f  you are unsure,  check the owners manual  

for  specif ics.

Jack up the vehicle.

You wi l l  only  need to do this  on one s ide.  

P lace jack stands on jacking points.

Restrain the vehicle 

Apply force by rocking the vehic le to 

assure i t  i s  safe.  

Place the oil recovery pan 
(drain pan) underneath the 
engine.

Let car s i t  for  10 mins to cool  down. 

Engine/exhaust could be hot ,  be careful .
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Gather your supplies.

You wi l l  be needing the appropr iate oi l  

f i l ter  and new clean oi l  for  your vehic le.

Remove the oil cap

Open the hood and locate the oi l  cap on 

top of the engine.  

Find the oil pan

Under your car ,  look for  a f lat  metal  pan 

closer to the engine than the transmiss ion.  

+ Locate engine drain plug.  

+ Ver i fy  that is  the engine oi l  drain plug,  

not the transmiss ion drain plug.  I f  you are 

unsure which is  which,  look for  the 

exhaust .  The exhaust is  a lways attached 

to engine,  as is  the tube that t ravels  f rom 

the front of  the vehic le to the back.  The 

oi l  pan and drain plug wi l l  be located 

below the engine.  

Remove the oil plug

Loosen the plug counter-clockwise us ing 

the proper s ized socket or  a crescent 

wrench i f  you have room to maneuver.  

You should also remove and replace a 

paper or  fe l t  drain plug gasket.  A metal  

washer can be re-used in good 

condit ion.

Wait...

I t  wi l l  take several  minutes for  al l  the oi l  

to drain out of  the car.  When the oi l  has 

ceasing running out of  the crankcase,  

replace the plug.  Put new washer on the 

drain plug.  Inspect and clean 3 areas:  

drain,  p lug,  and gasket.  Put the new 

gasket on the drain plug.
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Locate the filter assembly. 

Fi l ters  are not put in a standard posit ion,  so 

they can be on the front ,  back or  s ide of the 

engine depending on the model .  

+  Look at the replacement f i l ter  you

purchased to have some idea of what to look 

for .  Typical ly ,  they ' re white,  b lue,  or  black 

cy l inders about 4–6 inches ( 10.2–15.2 cm) 

long and 3 inches (7.6 cm) wide,  l ike a soup 

can.  

+ Some vehicles such as BMW, Mercedes,  and 

newer Volvos may have a f i l ter  e lement or  

cartr idge as opposed to the s impler  spin-on 

type.  They require you to open the cap of a 

bui l t- in reservoi r  and l i f t  out the f i l ter  

e lement i tself .

Unscrew the oil filter

First ,  t ry  by hand to get a good gr ip and

twist  s lowly and steadi ly ,  counter-clockwise.  

I f  you are unable to remove the f i l ter  by 

hand,  you wi l l  need an oi l  f i l ter  removal  tool  

to do this .  Make sure the drain pan is  

underneath the f i l ter  before fu l ly  removing 

the f i l ter .  This  wi l l  help prevent spi l lage. 

+ To avoid spi l l ing too much oi l  as you 

remove the f i l ter ,  you can wrap a plast ic 

bag around the f i l ter ,  which wi l l  catch any 

oi l  that escapes as you remove i t .  Let  i t  s i t  

upside down in the bag to drain as you 

complete the job.  

+ Make sure the pan is  st i l l  under the car 

catching the spi l l ing oi l .  There wi l l  be some 

trapped in the f i l ter  that wi l l  come out when 

you unscrew i t .  

Prepare the new filter

Dip the t ip of your f inger in the new 

replacement oi l  and smear i t  on the gasket 

r ing of the new f i l ter .  This  wi l l  lubr icate the 

gasket and create a good seal  for  the new 

f i l ter ,  and ensure that you ' l l  be able to get 

i t  off  the next t ime.

You can also pour a t iny amount of oi l  into 

the f i l ter  pr ior  to instal l ing i t .  This  wi l l  

reduce the amount of t ime your car takes to 

regain proper oi l  pressure.  I f  your f i l ter  is  

mounted vert ical ly ,  you may be able to f i l l  i t  

a lmost to the top.  I f  mounted at an angle 

then a smal l  amount of oi l  wi l l  spi l l  just  pr ior  

to spinning the f i l ter  on.  

Carefully screw on the new, 
lubricated filter, being careful
to not cross the threads.

The f i l ter  wi l l  general ly  say how t ight to 

t ighten i t ;  look to the specif icat ions on the 

box for  more specif ic instruct ions.  In  

general ,  you ' l l  t ighten the f i l ter  unt i l  the 

gasket touches,  then a quarter-turn more.
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Add new oil to the car at 
the fill hole

The amount you need is  in  the owner 's  manual ,  

usual ly  l i s ted under "capacit ies."  

+  I f  you hold the bott le with the spout on top,  

i t  wi l l  pour more smoothly ,  without bubbl ing.  

+ Make sure you' re adding the correct oi l .  

Typical ly ,  you can safely  add 10W-30 to most 

cars in a pinch,  but you should consult  your 

owner 's  manual  or  the experts  at  an auto shop 

before adding oi l .  

+  Don't  a lways re ly  on the dipst ick for  an 

accurate measurement;  i t  can be off ,  

especial ly  i f  the engine has just  been run (the 

st ick wi l l  read low because there is  st i l l  o i l  in  

the gal ler ies) .  I f  you want to check the st ick 

accurately ,  just  check i t  f i rst  th ing in the 

morning,  parked on a level  surface,  when i t ' s  

cold and sett led.

Replace the fill cap

Check around for  any loose tools  you might 

have left  around and close the hood. 

Look under the car to make sure nothing is  

leaking.  I t ' s  a good idea to wipe up any 

spi l l s  as best  you can.  Whi le i t ' s  not 

dangerous to get a l i t t le oi l  on the 

crankcase as you' re pour ing,  i t  may smoke as 

the engine heats up,  leading to that burning 

oi l  smel l  that can be momentar i ly  

f r ightening.  I t  can also make your inter ior  

smel l  bad. 

Start the engine

Watch to be sure the oi l  pressure l ight goes 

off  after  start-up.  Put your car in park or  

neutral  with the park ing brake on to check 

for  any dr ips and look careful ly  under the 

car to check for  any leaks or  dr ips.  I f  the 

f i l ter  and drain plug aren' t  t ight ,  they may 

leak s lowly.  Run the engine for  a minute or  

so to get the pressure up and ensure you've 

instal led everything correct ly .  

Optional :  Reset the oi l  change l ight.  This  

wi l l  d i ffer  depending upon the make and 

model  of  your car ,  so you should consult  the 

owner 's  manual  to f igure out the specif ic set  

of  steps.  On most GM cars ,  for  instance,  

you ' l l  need to shut the car off  and then turn 

the ignit ion on without turning the car over.  

Next ,  pump the gas pedal  three t imes in ten 

seconds.  When you start  the car back up,  

the l ights should be reset.

Check oil levels by pulling out 
the dipstick

Once vehicle has been turned off  again and 

the oi l  has sett led for  5 to 10 minutes,  

recheck the dipst ick to ensure that the 

levels  are where they need to be.
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Transfer the oil to a 
sealing container

Now that you 've changed your oi l ,  get the

sludgy gunk into a more permanent 

container.  Adding i t  to the new container 

you 've just  emptied is  the safest  bet.  Use a 

plast ic funnel  in  the bott le and pour s lowly 

to ensure you don't  spi l l  any.  Clear ly  mark 

the bott le "used oi l "  so you don't  mistake i t  

for  the real  th ing.  

Other opt ions include old mi lk  jugs,  

windshield washer-f lu id jugs,  or  other plast ic 

bott les.  Be very careful  anyt ime you' re us ing 

old food bott les to c lear ly  mark i t .  

Don't  put old oi l  in  containers that held 

chemicals  l ike bleach,  pest ic ides,  paint ,  or  

ant i f reeze.  These wi l l  contaminate the 

recycl ing process.

Make sure your oil filter is 
drained

You can add this  oi l  (sometimes as much as 

8 oz.)  to the old oi l .  F i l ters  are also 

recyclable,  so hang onto them. 

Find a designated collection 
site in your area

Typical ly ,  a l l  p laces that sel l  motor oi l  wi l l  

have th is  information on hand. Retai lers  that 

sel l  more than 1 ,000 f i l ters  in a year are 

required to accept old f i l ters .[ 1 ]  Many 

serv ice stat ions that do oi l  changes wi l l  a lso 

take your used oi l ,  though sometimes for  a 

smal l  fee.  

Try recycled oil next time

Used motor oi l  i s  ref ined unt i l  i t  meets the 

same cert i f icat ions and specif icat ions of 

v i rgin oi l .  The process requires less energy 

than pumping and ref in ing new oi l  and 

recycl ing motor oi l  helps to reduce the need 

of foreign oi l  imported.  In some cases,  

recycled oi l  a lso costs less than "new" oi l .
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